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'Girl” tad to be taken to Atlantic City

‘all. In short, everybody from every-
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“Trying It on the Dog”
e If Not for the Play, Says Charles Frohman
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THE CHIEF ACTOR IS THE AVDIENCE”

VERY
RESTFUL
ISETIT?

S

Then, Too, It Quicts His
“Own Nerves, and, What's
-JMore, He Finds a First
“Night Out o1 Toun
“Bully,” for Then He Can
Sit With the People in
vbront Without Being
.Recognized—And Some-
times He Nudges His
Neighbor and 1alks About
"the Play!

By Charies Darnton.
0G DAYS" may mean
one thing to you and
. quite another to the
) man who produces
plays. Yet like you these days,
Charles Frohman, for one, will take
off his hat and mop his brow at the
mere mention of them. One way or
another, wa're all human!
For the past week or so Mr, Froh-
has been fairly busy “trying it
on the dog.” First.of all, “The Doll
fo play with the “dog.” The onlv

tremble with this “dog” is that he
Ads many talls—and he wags them

whnre goes to Atlantie City in .
boliday mood and Insists upon enjoy-
hﬁ everything. Natur :
tzifiing bewildering to & producer
who W8 trying to get a direct verdict |
o Mis play. Yet for the past five!
Years Atlantic City has been the pet
"dag town" for Frohman produc-|

tions.

“Sfuch sa he might like to do mo, no.
manager probably will ever entirely dis-|
sard the policy of trying & play out of|
town, and this for a pecullarly Ameri-|
eam reason,” ls Mr. Frohman's opinion, |
*The practice does not prevall In I'.'n:-I
jand, and this for s pecullarly British
reapon. In London an audlence neaver

a flnished production on &an
opening night. Everybody la given the
benefit of the doubt; all sorts of al-|
lowanoes are made, For example, on the |
opemiag night of ‘The Marriage Market' |
jn London there was an entracts that,
Jasted “exactly thirty-five minutes while,
& mast of solld timber was belng erected |
ot & Btage yacht. TImagina the reslit
if 8 Now York sudiance were kept wait-
|ng oo fong!”

% is quite easy to Imagine a London
audience sitting before a lowered cur- |
taln &nd murmuring: ‘“Very restful, |
jsw't 1t? Oh, quite!” But New York;
impatience would probably find uprll-:
glen In the surmise, “The star must have |
‘dropped dead;” or, "Maybe they're writ- |
ing the next sot.”

‘SThere la no first-night disposition to
‘male allowances here—and perhaps |
thare should not be,” refllects Mr. "“;ob-
maa “ It |s Iargely the absence of
this tolerant spirit that causes man-
affers to (ake thelr new plays out of
town for first performances Then, too,
‘trylag It on the dog' is guod for the
aolgr, M net for the play. A play that
has oeon carefully rehearsed ia likely
to remaln the same, though a musical
pomedy often undergoss many changes,
'ml;lly iIf aomie of 1is songs are not
Iaverably recalved, But any audlence
is potter than ne mudience st all when|
'a producer is trying to Und out what|
‘tha publio thinks of his play. After all,
the phial actor im ihe audience. When
ou BoL &R augience acting with & play—|
hoplag bard fgr the defeas of the villain, '
Jot W say, sad oqually hard for tae
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triumph of the hero—you have lifted so
many people out of themselves. But In
no two clties are audiences alike, and
#0, parhaps, the real value of first per-
formemces out of New York ls found
Iin th : steadiness and self-command thal
aclois galn from them.”
8o much for the “dog™!
not all, Mr, Frohman adds:
“Ia one respect at least John Drew's
Appearance In ‘Much Ade About Neth-
Ing’ on Monday night will be unique. Tt
will be the first important Shakespear
#in production In aver twenty yeara to
be offered first of all tn New York City.
Every other Shakespearean production
of the firsi grade within the last two
dezades has had (ts Initial test In some
smaller oity. Yet John Drew has never
acted Benedick. Actors of his Imports
ance almost Invariably ask for st least
& few performances anywhere but In
New York 'to gel easy’ In thelr parta.
In twenty years of piay producing with
John Drew—and there have been Lwenty-
four plays in that time—iwenty-two of
the playa In which he appeared were
given thelr Arst performances In New
York. This ought to demonatrate that
Mr. Drew and I are willing to start
here,”
The *dog’’ ia c¢alled back, and Mr.
Frohman quickdy turns to it with:
“Although 1 more frequently give fArst
penformances of my plays out of town
1 do »o, trankly, to gulet my own nerves
&s wall as those of the actors. It Is
absolutely Iimpossible for me o witness
a first performance ‘from the dront' in
New York—that is, as one of the sudl-
ence on an opening night, 1 cannot do
It. To that extent I confess to physical
cowardice, The reason for this la that
1 could not endure the glances of ey
frisnds. Each look of approval to me
would seem & elm of sympathy, 1

But that's

y, this 18 %5004 not stand that”

Mr. Frohman shakes off the thoulht
and then goes om:

“New York first-nighters wre really
80 Mmany slage producers—sell-constli-
tuted producers. Thelr great happiness
comes from detecting fArs-night mis
takes. An audience of & thousand per-
sons contalns at Jeast nine hundred
stige managers. 1 feal thelr superiority
oo keenly, o I generaily run away. A
first-night out of town la & bully thing
for me, not s0 much for what it tells
ms about the play as for the pleasure
1 get In feellng that I am absolutely
unknown to those about me In the thea-
tre. [ sit right among the people, and
often I nudge the man next me. [ have
even told my neighbors how good |

| thought the piay. And then 1 listen to

what they say and «it back to enjoy
the evening—knowing It lan't a MAret-
night In New York. I even tlake the
same pleasure In the actors’ wistakes

| as frat-nighters do In New York.

“One night 1 sat ‘out front' In Cleve
land, and moon becomes acquainted with
the man on my right. He told me the
plot of the play, who the actors were
and what the orchestra would play. At
the end of the third act, when . the
adaptlor-siage manager appeared before
the curtain in response to a call=he
was In his shivisleeves, Erimy., and
peered  through large tortolse-shall
giasses—my nelghbor turned asd In-
formed me, “That's Frohman! "

Charles Frohman, actor, dossn't say
whether his performance in Cleveland
ended there, Instead he pockets his
wnile and assures you:

“Playing In & new plece outpide Now
York In no way changes the siate of
teellign of the real actor. All the suf-

{deringn of the real first-night must be

endured when New Y s Anally
faved. The actor may have won sue-
cesn, yel there s the ultimate test—Now
York. No succean succeeds llke n Now
York wsuccess. And once New York's
indorsement Is gained one fesis the pro.
ducer's work Ia over, It ls very dim-
cult, for me at least, aven 10 enter the
theatre in which & play bas besm sue-
ceasfully launched. For thers ls a heart
in overy pldy, abd onoe M Deais regu-
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larly one fears to tamper with It, to cut
near it Fear never quite leavea the
theatre; it s always there. Nothing
could be more depressing than the stage

on & Brat-night. It seema as I no re-
ward oould compensate for the agony
of all concerned In the venture. One

feels like dashing through the stage
door never to return My @greatast
pleasure in producing & play I8 to ses
it before an audience sees It, for then
it seems to helong 10 me alone. Once
it la seen by the public It no longer
seoms mine™

A few summers ago the Rev, George
M. Christian, D. D., now reclor emeri-
tus of the Chuich of Bt. Mary the Vir-
Fin, this city, had a cottage along the
line of & New Jersey railroad and
mada frequent trips to and from Man-
hattan, He knew all of the train
hands and one day when about to leave
town he walked along the traln say-
Ing 8ood morning to every one untfl
reaching the baggage car. Finding the
baggage master very quiet In answer

to Ma greeting, he mskel what the

troudle was. ‘‘Well, doctor,” the man
replied, "1 am In great troubls 1
bave & little gifl at home who wae
think will #s to-day.” “'What are you
dolng here?' the doclor asked. ‘I have
got to make my run” "Have you
asked to get off™ wsald the doctor,
“Yeu, but they won't let me off.” "“Give
me your cap,” sald Dr. Christian, tak-
Iing off his coat. “Give me your way
il
T will see that you don't lose youp job
either; If you do I will get you an-
other. You go home.” And go home
the man did, and the good doclor
handled bagyage for the trip, from and
back to Jersey City again, on a hot
summer's day.

I will make your run for you and'
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In a Statement to Nixola
Greeley-Smith Ferdinand
Declares That Divorce Is
Wrong, One Wife Is
Plenty—" Once More I
Must Be Hounded as a
Scoundrel Due to the Old

epulation Which 1 Can't
hake OR.”

*“ By Nixola Greeley-Smith.
Hedir yo, hear ys, hear yo, (itisena of
Mew York, wanderers upon the primrose
path of Broadway and ye who take the
straight and parrow way to Harlem
and the Bronz, Ferdinand Pianey Earle,
best known perhapa as “Afnity” Earle,
has & message for you. Ferdinand of
the long whiskers, Ferdinand of the
thres wives, he who invented the soul-
mate and co ted the aMnity, han
repentad of his evil life and recants
herewith. If he were In our midet and
thers waa a socapbox on the corner of
Forty-second street and Broadway I am
sure he would mount upon It and preach
us & little sermon. But as he la now In
London trying to persusde his third
wifo, Dora, to abandon the idea of di-
vorce procesdings, which sha has threat-
ened to Institute, he has done the mext
best thing and sent us a letter about Iit.
Or rather, hoe sent it to Alexander Har-
vey, author editor and next friend of
the most kaleidoscoplec husband of our
times, to bo given to me.

Ferdinand has had three wives, you
remember, Firat Emily, then Julla, then

Dora. You must recall that when Emiiy
found that Ferdinand loved Julla she in:
vited her rival to vinit at the Karle
country piace at Monroe, N, §. Later

she salied for France with her child and

Rot a divarce. Hare Ferdinand, after
doing & lot of Wiking and writlng about
soul mates, afMnities, Tristan and Isalde,
Lancelot mnd Gulnevers, &c., married
Julla. 1t did not take him long to dis-
covar thal belween a soulmats and &
nltm'nu there 18 only one atep, and af-
ter he had taken It the first thing we
knew ha was In the jall at QGoshen,
N. Y., charged wilh bealing Julia up.
Then Julls had her marriage annulled
and toock har child and went away from
Ferdisand. The
really Is & good artist and & respsctabls
pool, a8 well as & very rich man—just
had to marry somebody slse. And, bee
ing on & lidle Journey abroad, he picked
up a few odds and ends for the studio
and Dora of the Laughing Eyes, gther-
wise Dors Hidtord, daughter of an Eng-
lish architect, who becams Mra, Farle
No. .
Lately M¥rs. Earle, third of the
dynasty, announced uer Intentlon of
divorcing Ferdinand, saying that she
had known nothing of his Hivebeard
past. Yesterday Mr, Karle, who haa
been In London trying to dissuade her
{rom the divorcs, denied that she was
unaware of his other marringes, and at
the sama time sent the recantation
which follows this article to New York.
Mr. Alexander larvey, suthor and
editor, who gave me the Earls docu-
ment. says that the ariist-post haa
reached & point In his development
which reminds him very much of that
of dhelley. Bhelley, like the Faris of
*ant weok, did not belisve in marrisgs,

and 1 have never heard Lhal he changwd

———r——

London Divine Scores This
City for Its Recklessness
in Manners and Morals—
Many Women Sell Them-
selves for Clothes or Work
7 heir Husbands to Death.

Marguerite Mooers Marshall.
“New York is firet of all a olty

himaself.

After this outburst the Rev. Dr. Len
. Broughton shook his sliver crowned
head with & sad smile. Dr. Broughtlon
Is very much disturbed sbout tha way
we dresa In this mofern Babylon. He
has come from Christ Church, Wem-
minster, London, to stir our souls dur-
Ing & week of mestings at Tent Evan-
ge! on One Hundred and Twenty-fourth
street, near Amaterdam avenus. He ls
& tall, slender, pleasantly ascetic per-
son, with decided opiniona and an In-
clsive way of putting them. To him
New York seema & most ideal summer
resort for His Betanic Majesty, and all
on account of the things wsa wear and
Wie WAY we wear them.

“It's not the alit akirt or the trans-
paremt gown or any one feature of
fashion that 1 opposs,” he told me,
“but rather the whole question of
clothes as It rxisls t0-day, There never
vas aayiking like it before and thare

BEVer wWah & more demoralising ex-

ample of the havoe It may creales than
In this very cily. Akmost all the other
evily of the present tme grow out from
this root pameion for dress,
“In pome ways Now York sirests
are clesssr than those ia London.
One ocertalnly sees fower imtoxi

“But how do you account for that?' |
asked. “Do you really think the moral
wiandurd ls lower here than in Loa-
dan?"

Dr. Broughton refused to admit Lhat,
80 there !4 some hope for us, even
Whough we do dellght the devil's syes!

"1 shouldn't say that thers waa more
immorality In New York,” he mverred.
“Hather, there Is » greater defiance.
There la ap unruliness, & lack of con-
trol, an independance of soclal conven-
tlon which sesms to characterise the
New York woman. Women in London
are more subdued, mure hedge! about
by restrictions.’’

"Eapecially the militanta,” [ murs
mured,
“Oh, tha Aght for the vola & an

Engliiah manifestation of femining de
flance.,” Dr. Hroughton admitted. “"We've
got to do away with that.

“We dea't want the vole for
women. Wo waal more sweet
hoarte aad more wives.™
Personally, | don't see why & woman

can’'t be & sweestheart, a wife and a
voter, but It wasn't the tUme for a suf-
frage argument. 1 had to lure Dr,
Broughton back to a comparison of the
gay life of New Yourk and of Loadon.

1 44 1t by asking him if Londes was|

“Devil Having a Fine Time in New Yoﬂ;,
- While Women Wear Veils for Dresses™

—Rev. Dr. Len ]. Broughton.

“trotting” aa omnivorously as New|
York.

“All thome sensational dances are
much leas popular In the British
capital,’ heo replied.

“Nut only is it dificult to And & social
function or even a restaurant in New
York whera the turkey-lrut la absent.
but It seems to me that the woman
talk of nothing elne, When & group
of tham, sven middie-agad matrons and
mothers, get together, all one hears la
‘Do you turkey? Does she turkey? He
CAN turkey! In all the varying moods
and tetises, I'm ashamed of them.

|
“Aputher difterence whidh lmmedi. |
ately strikes ons betwesn the life of |
the restaurants and oufes in this ety
and in London s the ridiculous amount |
of money Uhat s spent hare It 8
almost literally poured out for rich
food and expansive wines. There la no |
such widespreand extravagance on the |
other slde. Of course, there are spend-
hrifts everywhere. HBut the classes
of English who bave comparatively
little money do not spend it all, and
mure, too, s the atiempt to appear
ke millonalres. In Engiand simost
all of the poorest servant girls have
their little bank accounts.

“lakewiss, this evil of freakigsh and
eitmuvagant dressing 18 confined to &

insisad of permeating the whole popu-
Iation as |t doey hera

comparatively amall class in London | o1 do 1L

“Not by any meann alf women are =0
foolish,” Dr. Hreughton was quick ‘o
amend. "Pleage don't glve tha 'm

pression that I think that! I revefen »
amd  admire many women from the
bottom of my soul. It has bean sald

that women Ko (o extremes In fashlon
to attract the attention of men. But |
don't belleve thelr design works. |
think men heallate to marry these
fashion-platen, partly because thes
drend the expenss and partly because
they wre afraid to come closs to Lok
hurly-burly which surrounds a clothes-
Cragy woinan.

“"Persvnally 1 belleve that the sal
vation of New Yurk lies In the New
York working «'rl.  She doesn't wour

guld braceleta on her ankie Or & vell
that calls Iteelf & dress, Hhe In the ane
sane Lhing In the mkist of the dross
madnesa. | have the highest respect for
her, and I balleve she will lead us out
of the evil maze Into which we have
fullen."
— s

Getting a Raise.

When Col. John A. MeCgull produced
the comic opera “"Falka" ut Wallack's
Theatre Allred Kiain made & great hit
In the character of a monk. Kleln was
EKeiting & salary of about ®0. Going
inte the Colonel’'s uMea one evening, he
aaked that he might have an Increaas

to 0. ""No,"” sald the Colonel: "I can-

“Well,” sald Klein, "make
AR “No!" sald McOmil. “Impossi-
plel'*  “Wall, Colonel," sald Klsin,
“make It $R.E0T™ “No, no!" anawered
MoCaull, "Say 8™ sald Kiein
“No! Can't do IL" "Well, B0 sald
Alfred. “All righl.” anawered the Cole-

pel 80 Mein gol bis calary Increased
0 g

Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Citizens of New York,
“Affinity” Earle Has a Message for Youk |

artist and poet-hh |
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hls mind. he
did.

“Karle, like Shelloy., has resched the
point where he wishes to maks his
Prace with society,” Mr. Harvey says.
"He knows now that theorles i regard
to woul-muten, &c., are but the nebulous
imbacilities of inexperionce or the rses

But Mr. Harvey says

of the aly old foxes who So &I AR
Wimen, seeking whom they may de-
"U“l'-" L3

‘Hut surely you don't call three Aif-
ferent sets of children by the three ilv.
Ik wives ‘the nebulous .mbeslitles of
inexperience,” " | proteated.

“I don't want to characieriza Earle's
acthine,’ Mr. Harvey answered. “He Is
my frienu, and In my opinlon the grea:-
val living Anglo-Saxon. American nan,
AN you must Know, ure very unintersats
g, Ien'b It strange that our practicsl,
Wlinaginative people shuuld have pro-
duied the greatest artist of all time -
aletier, and the greatsst short story
writer— Poe. Karle, who has the genlus
of Intersaling women, o Just as great
n ils way as Whistler or Pue, He has
e art of persusding any woman that
the mlone fuscinates him, that she sloae

,most burning character.

W the rEnantic Agure in bis lde, and
Limt mny others are murely lay NOgures

2o

which destiny has comtrived to
her great tragedy more s
Earle doss not pursue women, sentmhry
to the popular bellef, He la the greninet
proofl of Hernard Bhaw's ﬂ
the female pursues the male.
scores of love letters avery weal of
The last
he salled for Eurcpe & woman he
not know followed him o the plee
begged him 1o elops with ber.
weekk of Ferdinand, and thea
describes the way women
speak of him. After all, a
greatest genius of the Aaglo-Sasen
for among all Anglo-Saxzons .
most interesting Lo womsen." :
T told Mr. Harvey that I had '
Mr, Karle some years ago, beth I g
and out, and that nelther oul mor |
had he seemed to me to qualify & 4 ‘

{11
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blond god" or “the say youny
phrases which Mr. Harvey applied
him, “He had not cut his
then, and you don't see & man &
beat in Jail’’ Mr. Harvey rominded
It was dificuit to suggest
s0 obviously an Earle fan thad
ot the famous whiskers mather
genulne convictlon of sia might
sponsible for the recantation the
wlumnus of three wives had semt
Howaver, [ did it. and Mr. Harvey
pudiated the Lheory with less

tion than 1 had hoped, "The m
have nothing to do with It XMp.
answered. “But 1 see you are guiag %
put me In the poiltion of malking

of » man who has sincerely

and who wants the New Yerk pusiie
understand that he has seem the

of s ways.'
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erably wrong and sty id,

divorcee,
truuble.

only bringing us closer together,

warne, my little ones and my wife
scandals in connection with me.

stupid and narrow views—Iin vain.
row and stubborn and ‘righteous.’

do anything and make any sacrifice

R T ARt R

aaything laft but that one desire.”
b

1

| Statement by l'ﬂdm_a_nd Earie to Nixola Greeley-Smith,

“l am so utterly ashamed of the turn things are taking ia my
{ly. For months | haye been working to prevent divores,

“But | am powei.ms. A host of strictly church-going, parrow i 0
un<hristlike people have mized themselved up in my affalrs (dus 2%
the old reputation, which 1 can't shake off), and although 1 love ] .
more than I have ever loved any woman, and although I ask paly. 3
be left In peace with her, | must fuce more trouble, snd my little gisl
must be everlastingly puaished and Dora must go through life a8 +
Yesterduy | saw her and tried to save my dear oaes B : "o

"Ihere did exist a slight misunderstanding., which, howeves,
The divorce Idea, to which | am o
wnd more opposed, seems to dog me. . }
riage and should be abolished. More and more | am for no dive
“And yet, once more | must bo branded as a scoundrel, snd,

gullty of adultery to save Innocent people from getting Involved In
“Yesterday | did all In my power Lo save my wife from hes f

ated and discouraged by my fallure to hold Lora, whom | love now
than ever—you ought to see little Yvonne (the lovellsst and

child that ever breathed)—that the future seems hopeless.
to support not only my wife but her mother and sistar,

+h

which is tigl® -

It is & menace to every

must be victims, | had te

The English are phenomenally
1 am so thoroughly bowed,

'III i
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to hold them, LA
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